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A _ DIALOGUE, 


The diversity of taste and disposition among those who read 


religious newspapers, suggests the propriety of treating theolo 


vical subjects in different ways. It is, therefore, intended to dis- 


iss some points of doctrine by way of Dialogues, or Conver 
zations between a HopkinSian Calvinist, and a Methodist. 
CONVERSATION I. 
Hopkinsian. Have you any objection to converse freely on 
doctrinal subjects of religion? 
Methodist. None; provided we can do so ina ebristian spir- 
> | 





H. This is the only way in'which I wish to converse. 

M. We willenter then, upon the subject at once, and treat 
it without ceremony, ina plain and c ‘andid manner. 

H. In what condition do you suppose God formed the first 
moral agents, er accountable creatures? 

M. Those things which are not clearly revealed, we can'nev- 
er satisfactorily understand; cach individual is left to his own con 
jectures. It isa source of thaukfulness, however, to be satisfied, 
that God does not require, as a prerequisite to our salvation, a 
comprehensive knowledge of such things. Yet, having created 
us reasonable creatures, he invites us to exercise our reason, 1 
examining, searching, and meditating on sacred things. I con- 
clude, then, that there can be no impropriety in reasoning on the 
most sublime subjects of religion, prov ided it is done with a 
suitable sense of our own weakness, and liability to err. In an- 
swer, therefore, to your question, as to the condition in which 
God forme acl moral agents, I would say, that it seems proper that 
they should have been Grate d with all the powers or energies n 
‘essary to ene ahle them to know their Great Creator, to lov e bys 
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and do jus wil, And this implies power ot energy to hate him, 
and act contrary to his will; for, it they had uo power to ac: 
contrary to the Divine will, there could be no rewardableness jy 
doing that will. 

I would suppose, further, that all created agencies should be 
placed under circumstances which would constantly remind them 
of their subordinate and dependant relation to their Creator; and 
also, their obligations to obey him. Hence the propriety of som 
law, precept, or-command, to be given them, as a transcript ot 
the Divine will; to test their loyalty and love. Such test or trial 
necessarily unplies adequate powers of self determination and ac- 
tion to sin or not to sin; that is, to act in accordance with the wi!) 
of the Law-Giver, or violate that will at pleasure. 

H. {t seems to me, that your doctrine of moral agency whic! 
embraces a power of “seif-determination and action,” a power { 
oppose, to cross, and, in some sense, to counteract the Sovereigi 
will of God, attributes moral agents a kind of independen: 
which would enable thein to escape from the hand of their Creo 
tor, and set up for themselves. 1 believe, that a moral agent car 
act freely—that his moral agency consists in his thus acting; bu’ 
that God so operates upon his will, as to cause him always to ac: 
in perfect accordance with lis eternal purposes, and good plea 
sure, 

MM. consider independent agency one thing, and a power « 
sel{-determination and action, another. The moral agent receives 
his power from God; and, of course, is dependent on him for ¥ 
God gives the power; the moral agent ezercises it, either in doing 
or crossing the divine will, in a limited degree; for, I do no’ 
mean that moral agency implies wnlimited power of volition anc 
action. It is limited to the sphere of action in which the Creato: 
designed him to move; either as an angel or a man. So that no 
moral agent can “escape from the hand of his Maker, and set ur 
for himself.” 

This power of free volition and action, in a moral agent, ma) 
be illustrated by the bodily powers of man. A man can raise [is 
arm, move his tongue, turn his head, walk and Jeap; but it is s: 
limited that he cannot fly; he cannot strike the Sun of heaven fron 
his orb, nor alter the laws of nature; of course, his powers o! 
muscular motion are quite limited. He can go so far, and do a: 
much as is necessary for all the purposes of life, in providing to 
himself and family. In like manner, the moral agent can exercis: 
his intellectual powers, in regsoning, judging, willing, loving, 
hat ng, &c.; he can go so far as is necessary, either to work ov 
his iown salvation, or eternal destruction. But he cannot do the 
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cork ul wa angei, or One Who was tormed to fill a more exaiterd 
ion in the scale of being. It is, therefore, needless to talk 
{ his escaping from the hand of God. and acting independent! 

{ him; my notions of moral agency implies no such power 
Y ur doctrine, Which supposes the efficient energy of God upo; 

ie will, is necessary to its motions, is attended with many ab- 
surdities and inconsistencies. It is absurd to say, that man can- 
not move his will with as much ease as he can move his judgmen, 
or Lis hand, without the application of physical power to produce 
such exercise or motion. It is incon#ietent, also, inasmuch as it 
makes God the efficient cause of all sinful volitions, among men 
und devils. It is inconsistent, likewise, in that it re presents the 

Almighty as not being able to impart to his otvn offspring, a pow 
erto will and act, but by his agency constantly exercised upon 
them. Suppose it to be true, that Gad, m all cases, influences 
ud guides the wills of man, in perfect accordance with his own 
wost holy 3 vill; so that they both runin a parallel line; where 1 
the sinfulness of such volitions? Can it be sinful to follow th 
cred impulses of Divine influence? Cana man sin by willing 
what God irresistably disposes him to will? Is not HOLINES: 
self, a conformity to the Divine will? Is it wrong to willa 
God influences us to will? God’s will cannot be wrong; o 

wurse, if the moral ageut’s will is always in perfect aceordanc: 
vith the Divine will, he is always willing what is right. WH, 

herefore, the volitions of moral agents are produced by Divine 
wency, and are in perfect accordance with the Divine will, they 
ir always just as mae wills them to be—they could be no better. 

r there is no higher standard of holincss, nor more perfect rul 
of right than the will of God. And do you think that God wil) 

nd any man to endless torme: - for doing right?—for doing as 
God wills he should do? “Will not the Judge of all the earth do 

ight?” 

If. We must not exalt our reason and speculations above 
what is written.” We “know but in part,” ignorant as we are, 
ft God, and the ways of God, which are “higher than the he av 
ens.” We must remember, that he has a sov ereign right to do 
what he wills with his own, and none should say, “why doest 

thou thus?” 

M. 1 know that God, as sovereign Lord of all, has a righ 
to dispdse of his creatures sas he pleases; but I am authorised, by 
his holy word, to believe thathe will never exercise his co vercig, 
right to do what is wrong in the very nature and fitness of ‘things 
It the Holy Scriptures any where taught the doctrine, that Gog 

30 Operates upon the heart of man, as to prodner all his de.: 
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ad voliyons, | would teel that Lwas sinning aim his holy sielis 
when I make such statements as the above; but no such doctrine 
s there taught. No part of the Bible teaches the Hopkinsia 
doctrine of God’s eternal decrees, and all-eflicient influence Upo 
the will; and I feel under no more obligation to reverence gyc} 
loctrines th: in I do those of Mahomet. I know that many pa te 
of the Bible are mysterious, aud incomprehensible; but this doe« 
not prove that every thing is Bible truth which is mysterious: jo 
to say, grossly absurd, and wretchedly in ‘consistent. 

H. Does not St. Paul say that God “worketh all thangs atte) 
the counsel of ile’ You know he does; and sinful » 
lition e something, God must work them as well as others 
MM. You know that many texts must be explained according 
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‘o the analogy of faith, or they cannol be properly understood 
for instance - th tollowin oe and S! im lar Cc xpi ressions 66] 

wd that he had made man; and it grieved him 

Lad it | { rd repent dl Ol the ey 


> } ! Sate 
o them, and he did it not:;” Josial 


wellas [, that God does not |} 


ie Seripture savs h 2 did ‘These pas 
LV Ol qualifying and f planing some po 
ie, in order to a proper understanding of then 


taxe one more text: “The maniestation of the Spirit is give 


tO every Man to profit withal; : Cor. 7: &e | heard a Elo; 
an preacher explaiathis text once, and he said, that “every 
m an” meant every character spoken of in that chapter; that 4 
every behever. Now, why not allow of the same latitude i 
explaining the passage before us? When Paul says, “God work 
eth allthings after the counsel of his own will,” why not unde: 
stand him thus: ‘‘God’s works are all done after the counsel o 
his own will;” that is, he does nothing at random, like poor, ig 
norant man; or thus, ‘“God worketh all things;” (that is, thes 
things, the things spoken of in that place,) after the counsel o 
his own will.” Does not this appear to be an easy, and natur 
interpretation? 

H. By all things, I understand every thing in the univers 
without exception. 

M. Then you suppose that the “works of the Devil,” th 
“works of darkness,” murder, drunkenness, debauchery, and al 
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such crimes, are the works of the Lord! Is not this shockin: 


doctrine? Does it not charge all our crimes upon our Maker? 
H. ‘Vt may appear so to one whose views are limited, anc 

bounded by the ape urance of things; but to one who can gras] 

the “: great whole.’— who views the wianil objects whieh the a! 
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wise God had in view, when he decreed and produced sin. ‘That 
;, the glory of God, and the greatest possible happiness of his 
‘ntelligent universe. God works wickedness in the hearts of 
nen and devils, not for the sake of wickedness in, and of itself; 
or he abhors sin, as sin; but, for the sake of the greater good for 

hich he will make it the occasion. Had it not been for the sin 
nd fall of man, there could have been no rede ‘¢mption—no sacri- 
ice for sin—no exhibition of pardoning merey;—in short, no 
lisplay of the divine nature and character, as made known by the 
srand scheme of redemption. Once more; the sufferings of 
‘he damned in hell, for ever, will enhance the happiness of God’s 
elect children in heaven. They will have occasion, forever, to 
sing, * Why me! why me!” 

VM. This plausible argument, which professes to soar, in the 
rreatness of its grandeur and glory, far above the minds of the 
‘uninstructed few,” will be found, upon close examination, to 
a mere flourish, calculated to mislead and bewilder the sim- 
le, and render palatable, the horrid system of eternal reproba 
ion. 

What real acquisitions can be made, to the infinite glories and 
effuble happiness of the GREAT GOD, by the partial display 
vhich he has made of himself, in the redemption of fallen man? 
Poor, short-sighted mortals, that we are; we seem to think of 
(Giod as some do of great earthly monarchs; that their glory and 
reatness depends upon a display of their splendor, fine equip 
page, &e. &e. But, suppose I allow all the force that can be 
siven to the argument in favor of such a display of the Divine 
perfections; it will not militate against my doctrine; for the Al- 
‘nowing Jehovah foresaw that man would sin as hi did. And. 
f course, there was no necessity to decree that he should do it 
Suppose, for example, you had a neighbour, who, after receiy- 
ug many special favors at your hand, determined in his mind, to 
ujure you asmuch as he could; and you had foresight to know 
‘iat, on acertain day, he would come to your house, in order 
‘o accomplish his wicked design; you prepare for his approach, 
ind so arrange your concerns that his efforts to injure, shall ultt- 
mately benefit you. I suppose you to be able not only to foreknow 
‘the whole scene, from first to last; but, also, to possess power 
‘o control his will, dispositions and actions. He is under obliga- 
‘ions to favor you; and you hold him responsible for his conduct, 
defore your neighbours and fellow creatures. You promise 
sreat rewards if he will fulfill his obligations, and threaten him 
with death in case he should undertake to injure you; as you clear- 
y see he certainly will. You see him coming freely and of his 
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th accord, and 90 ufPans se your matters as to m: ike } his Wick 
lesigns and actions an occasion of displaying your amiable clin 
acter before your family and subjects, (for I suppose you to } 
ruler.) You know he will certainly come, and that you wrill mak 
it an occasion of exalting your own character and the hay pp 
of your dependents. Under such circumstances as these, woul 
t be wisdom in you to go to the man, tie him fast with cords 
necessity, and constantly move his will and affections to insi 
you? If you know he will come, why use any influence {o bri 
him? Would it set forth your character to any better advantag. 
to necessitate him to do, what you see he will certainly do, withoy 
such necessitating influence? 

Did not the All-wise Jehovah see, from the beginning, how | 
his accountable creatures would freely act? He certainly dij 
and so disposed the great concerns of his kingdom as to antic). 
pate all the sins of fallen angels and men; and, in his adorable 
wisdom, overrules them, in a way that displays his amiable pe 
fections. But if he had sufficient knowlec Ige to foreknow, w 
infinite certainty, how all beings would act, and to make his a. 
rangements accordingly, where is the necessity for his determi, 
ing “that they should thus act, and for his influencing them thy 
to act, by his irresistible energy? I believe that the « ‘full orb’ 
Jehovah” can, by one intuitive glance of -his infinite mind, be. 
hold all actions and events that ever did, or ever will, take plac 
and that, too, with more ease than the eye of man can belio! 
the plainest object. He saw proper to leave free agents at per: 
fect liberty to act in ten thousand other ways than those in whic! 
they ever did or will act; at the same time, he knew the only 
ways in which they would ever use their liberty of action, wit) 
as much certainty as if he had secured their actions by laws o: 
fatality. ‘The whole system of decrees, by which God is “4 
posed to have bound himself, and all his creatures, is entirely su 
perfluous, and may be considered as the relics of heathen fatality 
introduced into the church in the fourth century by St. Austi 
and soon received as the gospel of Christ. 

As to God’s decreeing that some men and angels should sin anc 
suffer in hell eternally, for the happiness of others, I believe » 
such thing. What happiness could it afford A and B, for C a 
D to suffer in the flames of hell? Is it the native feeling of piety 
or benevolence, to see others suffer? Certainly not. And 1! 
your doctrine of eternal decrees be true, the sufferings of ove 
could be of ne service, as a warning beacon to anothe r; for, the 
eternal destiny of all being fixed by unchangeable decre es, is be 
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youd the reach of influence from motives; means and ends beng 
all made certain by eternal predestination. 

Again; it seems to me, that if the system of Hopkinsian Cal- 
vinism be true; that God decreed all the sins of men and angels, 
aud caused them to take place, by disposing their wills to sin, he ! 
would appear in a very unfavorable point of light, before an intel- A 
ligent universe, as being so angry with these creatures, for doing 
what he caused them to do, as to send his Son todie on the cros¢ 
to make an atonement for actions with which he was well pleased, 
having ‘‘worked” them himself. The inconsistancy increases, 
when he is represented as obeying unto death for an elect few, 
only, and sending the other part of mankind to endless torments, 
for doing his will. Away, then, with your “sublime scheme” 
of the “great systera of decrees.” Instead of “displaying” to 
advantage, the character and perfections of God, they cast re- 
flections upon his holiness, goodness, justice, and truth; and, 
therefore, cannot be of the Bible. 

H. It is much easier to declaim than to reason; to create seem- 
ing difficulties, than to point out and refute error. To me it ap- 
pears one of the brightest displays of the divine nature, the re- 
demption of man, and the great system of eternal decrees. But 
let us return to the condition of Adam in Paradise. 

M. I have no objection; but would rather pastpone it until 
we meet agai. 

H. Very well. Iam willing to rest awhile 

(To be continued.) 


REVIVALS. 

Ata Methodist Camp-meeting, near Winchester, Ky. about 
two weeks since, one hundred and twenty persons profess to have 
obtained an interest in Christ, and the pardon of their sins; and 
at a Camp-meeting in Bourbon county, a few days after, between 
30 and 40. Within the last three weeks 33 white persons, and 
a considerable number of blacks, have been added to the Metho- 
dist church in Lexington. Nearly one hundred have been added 
to the Methodist church in this town, in the ceurse of tbe last 
year. These facts have been communicated to us by the Rev. 
Mr. Stevenson. Edit. Lum. 
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Eighty-one persons of color received baptism by immersion in 
Augusta, Geo. on the first Sabbath in July. 

In East Guilford, Con. the number of conversions since the 
present revival commenced, is estimated at about one hundred 
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We learn from the Columbian Star, that 23 persons have been 
ately baptized at South Quay, 21 in Black Creek Church, 
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Suffolk, and 55 at Mill Swamp, all in Virginia 
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A letter dated London, August 6, says, “Our Conference is 
now sitting. Above eight thousand me smbe ‘rs have been received 
the last year, exclusive of those on trial.” 

Christian Advocate & Journal 











Extract of a letter dated Steubenville, Ohio, August 30. 
“Our Conference closed its session yesterday morning, and 
Bishop George left this in good health and spirits, considering the 
labours of the past week. We had a tolerably pleasant and 
agreeable conference, and the labours of the preachers were not 
in vain in this place. Several souls were awakened and brought 
into a state of gospel liberty.” Ib. 


























“THE SABBATH A DELIGHT.” 

[ have often thought that Christians were remiss. in reminding 
each other of certain points of duty.. They do not obey the pre- 
cept of exhorting one another dailv. Their hours of social com- 
munion are too often passed w ithout reference to their spiritual 
state. They tell of all their temporal fortunes or misfortunes; 
but rarely give a statement of their spiritual condition. 

Now, if they were more frequently to mquire after the health 
or prospe rity of the little world Ww ithin, they might quicken each 
other’s zeal in a profitable manner. Inder di confess with shame 
my own culpable negligence in this respect, and “acknowledge 
Bt | that I have felt keen, self reproach for not making closer inquiries 
. of Christian frends. You and I passed three days together, 
during which time I learnt the most minute particulars ol your 
t joys and sorrows, and yet asked no details of the progress you 







were making in christianity. What inexcusable inconsistency 
i we Christians daily commit! We profess to make religion a 
paramount object of consideration, and yet think and speak of all 
other things before it.—Let us at least take shame to ourselves 


for such a violation of our most sacred obligations. 
I remember a litile circumstance that oceured when [ was in a 
{ state of spiritual darkness. 7 Was sitting in a pew at church 
next to some ladies. who were. Twas told, zealous professors of 
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religion. I had remarked in a whisper to my companions, that 
these Jadies joined with great solemnity in the different parts of 
worship. When the blessing was pronounced, we determined 
‘o sit still until the outer part of a crowded congregation should 
have quitted the church. As the service had really be en Impres- 
sive, Lwas awed into a degree of seriousness, which did not soon 
sive way to the natural gaiety of my disposition. I sunk into a 
reverie, and would have enjoyed meditation, had I not been in- 
terrupted by the audible whisperings of the two pious ladies in 
the next pew They began by earnest inquiries after each other’s 
health. Then followed details of their families and connexions 
and acquaintances; in the course of which desultory conversation 
{ heard insinuations and inuendoes of no very charitable descrip- 
tion, till at length, the subject having become confidential, then 
voices sunk into an inaudible murmur. 

Christians are apt to fall off too suddenly from their devout 
frames during divine worship. How much light discourse com- 
mences while the congregation is dispersing; and how little suita- 
ble seriousness is preserved through the day which we are com. 
manded to keep holy. Iam convinced that a neglect of the Sab- 
bath is one great cause of spirtual declension. Few persons un- 
derstand the obligations implied in the 4th commandment ; and 
fewer still are scrupulous in practising them strictly. * My own 
expe rience convinces me of the danger ofa half-way observance 
of the injunctions with regard to our day of rest. It is so mani 
testly the intention of our heavenly Father, that we should oceu 
py our thoughts with holy themes on his own day, that we ough: 
to honor him in a particular manner, for having vouchsafed us so 
precious a privilege. We shouid consider ourselves as invited guests 
of our beneficent Parent on that day. We are permitted to draw 
near him in his ordinances, and to maintain communion with him 
during the day. He not only gives us leave, but enjoins us, to 
lay by the burden of our temporal cares, and participate in spiri- 
tual pleasures. What ingratitude, then, are we guilty of, when 
we complain of the irksomeness of refraining from unhallowed 
occupations on the day which the Lord has hallowed for his ow: 
use. 

There is one Christian duty eminently in unison with the Sab- 
bath feelings of the heart. This is the important privilege of 
praying for our enemies. Few people are without evil wishes in 
this world, and we should never forget to pray for them.—There 
iS not so powerful a softener of animosity as fervent prayer.— 
When we have received ill offices from our fellow beings we are 
apt, in spite of Christian restrictions, to feel resentment towards 
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them.  ‘T'his is, as we well know, a ginful frame of mind, agatis; 
which we must unceasingly struggle. Ifwe pray tothe Lord to 
bless our enemies, we cannot feel resentment towards them, and 
tis a good habit, ‘whe never resentment is‘awakened, by any un- 
waiard circumstance, to go immediately to the throne of gtace 
with our intercessory.. petitions. Richmond Visitor. 





“WICKEDNESS OVERTHROWETH THE SINNER.” 
1. It exhausts his property, whether much or little. Sin is ; 
very expensive thing; a person cannot commit it to any extent 
but at considerable loss, not only of time, but also of substance 
The passions are clamorous, exhorbitant, "and restless, till grati 
fied; and this must be re peated suce essively, even while habit is 
forming, as well as when it is confirmed by a maturity in wick 
edness. The case of the prodigal son is in point; who proceed 
ed ina course of licentiousness and extravagance til! he had wast- 
ed all his patrimony in riotous living, and was reduced to the ne 
eessity of desiring the husks on which the swine did feed; Luk 
xv, 16. 

2. It blasts his reputation. Sin can never be deemed honorabie, 
on correct principles; yet while practical sinners possess pecu 
nary means of supporting themselves in their vices, they still 

keep up their name and rank in the world; not in the ‘chureh ot 
God, nor in the estimation of Heaven. But when the means o! 
supplying fuel necessary to feed the fires of foul desire and tow- 
ering ambition fails, then their outward splendours go out in 
darkness, and they sink into contemptuous neglect and total for 
getfulness. ‘*The name of the wicked shall rot,” Prov. x, 7; 
so that persons shall turn away fromit with disgust. “The can- 
dle of the wicked shall be put out;” Prov. xxiv, 2 

3. It destroys his health. Intemperance has a natural tenden 
ey to undermine the best constitution: it is a violence done to the 
physic al order of things in the system: it renders a man old in 
constitution while he is young in years: it expends the natural 

vigor prematurely, and renders the body a weak, enervated, 
shadow y substance. The languors, flatulencies, hypochondriacal 
affections, and a long train of feelings and apprehensions, show 
the fatal attacks made by sin, and that the tide of life is ebbing 
apace. 

4. It hastens the approach of death. Wicked men frequently 
do “not live out half their days; Psa. lv, 23; ‘for when they 
shall say, peace and safety, then sudden destruction cometh as 
thief in the mght;” Thess. v, 3. Sometimes their passions hur 
ry them forward to the commission of crimes, which terminate in 
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the most disgraceful exit, they die examples of public justice. 
Wisdom has “‘length of days i in her right hand;” Prov. m, 16; 
but to the wicked she says, “All they that hate me love de ‘ath® 
Prov. vill, 36. 

5. It effects the damnation of the soul. A sinner “wrongeth his 
own soul;” Prov. viii, 36. Obeying the dictates of sin, he 
que ncheth the Spirit of grace, neglects the salvation of the gos- 
pel, disregards the threatenings of the law, and proceeds in acts 
of aggression, til] having sinned beyond remedy, he goes to bis 
own place. ‘The wicked shall be turned into hell;”? Psa. ix, 17; 
from which place there is no redemption, for the torments are lit- 
erally everlasting, the smoke of them ascending up forever and 
ever. THETA. 








From Zion's Herald. 
INCOMPETENT MINISTERS 


This subject has been so often agited and so much exaggerated 
that our minds have become quite sensitive to it, and when those 
and like hackneyed expressions are used without proper qualifi- 
cation, we are warranted by the established usage of the terms 
to take the same application that their inventors have taken the 
liberty tomake of them. In an address of the Charitable Society 
in the state of Connecticut, for the education of indigent pious 
young men for the ministry, it is stated, that “in our land +re 


only 3000 educated ministers, and that there are 5,000,009 of 


souls destitute of proper religious instruction,” that, “in our 
whole population are only 1200 organized congregations; the re- 
mainder is in the hands of illiterate men, or like primeval chaos, 
without form, and void, and darkness resting upon it.” Again: 
‘These illiterate men are not possessed of an English education, 
and in many instances, are unable to read and write. By them, 
as a body, learning is despised, and with few exceptions they 
are utterly unacquaiuted with theology.” ‘One half of the dis 
trict of Maine is destitute of stated instruction, and 40,000 of the 
inhabitants not only deprived of the blessings of a regular minis- 
try, but exposed, to the errors of enthusiastic and false teachers.” 
“In the whole western part of the state of Rhode Island, includ- 
ing one half of the population of the state, is but one regularly 
educated minister.” ‘New-York state, containing a population 
of 1,000,000, has in it 500,000 destitute of the stated means of 
grace.—Thus on the right and left, Connecticut is bounded by a 
moral wilderness, and her sympathies are demanded bya famine 
of the word of life.” ‘The district including Ohio, the western 
counties of Pennsylvania, and the states of Kentucky, Tennes- 
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t i. Ouisiaba, aud ali ie territories, are a peo puiatios iol 2,000, 
N00, 1.974.000 of whit h are uusup plied. In Louisiana, contain 


ing 76,000 souls, is only one Protestant minister.” ‘In the state 
of Virginia, containme 974,000 inhabitants, are 915,000 of he 
population in the hands of unlettered men, or totally destitute of 
the means.of grace. ‘Phe state of Maryland is no better than Va 
in the state of Georgia are 452,000 souls: 442,400 of the popu 
ation destitute; and only ten qualified ministers in the whol 
state.” 

Only a few days since, in a sermon preached in Boston betore 

the society for promoting Christian knowlecre, it was stated, 
‘that in the state of New Hampshire are 100 parishes destitute 
f regularly educated ministers; Rhode Island worse, and the 
‘arther we proceed south, worse and worse.” Jn a late account 
sivenotthe state of religion in the Canadas, it is said, “The pre- 
vailing denomination of these provinces is the Methodist, conduc! 
ed by itinerating 5 preachers: these preachers are illiterate, rude in 
their manners, and m: iny of them very exc eptionable in their lives.’ 
Ata late prayer nce ting held in this city for the colleges, to which 
we were invited, were some broad intimations given on this sub- 
ject in the old terms of “competent and incompetent ministers.’ 
Newspapers and missionary journals are constantly teeming with 
such like expressions. 

In short, we can scarcely ever attend any of those associations 
which have for their professed objects the union and promotion 
of Christianity, without having our feelings more or less atlect 
ed by the cruel "torture of a topic which has been wounded til], 
like an open sore, it bleeds the moment it is touched. 

These are the apologie s we have to offer—for not-uniting with 
our Congregational brethren in their various religious confedera 
tions. If these are not deemed satisfactory , we have others still 
im reserye which we will with pleasure "offer whenever de- 
manded 

We feel it insulting to our common sense to be invited to the 
field of religious association in conjunction with men who, like 
the sons of Jacob, have already dug a cave, and are resolved to 
profit by the degradation of their younger brethren. 


Missionay Anniversary in the Society Islands. 
One of the native speakers said: "The Gospel cannot be con- 
veyed to distant lands without means. This is the way: pray 


with the mouth and give with the hands. To pray without giv- 
iz, is a lying prayer.” Another said: “It is because God de- 
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sires that we bring forth fruit to him, that he requires us to give 
a portion of our property. Let the word of God spread widely 
Let not the husband be angry if the wife give to this good cause. 
_A third remarked: “We are all collected together this day to 
promote the work of God. Let us be dilige nt-—beware lest any 
of us become like Ananias and Sapphira, keeping baek tha‘ 
which belongs to God.”—A fourth added: "The great tree has 
srown—the shade has stretched to numerous lands; it has not 
grown by the sword, but by the prayers of those in Great Britain 
whe sent us this word.” And a fifth—“Let us not begin at the 
top of the tree,—let us begin at the root,—let our hearts be found 
in this work.”-—And a sixth—**Let not our subseription be like 
powder put into a gun without shot—make a great noise and do 
no execution.” Rec. & Tel 
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Assurance. Presumption on the subject of religion 
itis to be feared, is frequently practised. Men claim 
Grod for their God and friend, and profess to confide im 
bis mercy and goodness, without any scriptural authori 
ty forso doing. This, in some instances ;y may have origi 
nated in are ligious descent,—** We have Abraham fo 
our father,”? Matt. iii, 9, without having experienced 
eracious change of heart. * He is not a jew who is on 
outwardly : but he is aJew whois one inwardly and 
circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in 
the letter ; whose praise is not of men, but uf God, 
Rom. ii‘ 28,29. A religious education may have pro 
duced this effect in some persons. If not correct, with: 
regard to sound evangelical principles and views, by 
such an education moral habits may have been induced 
unconnected with gospel doctrines ; the result must bi 
a Pharisaical religion, a ‘clean cup and platter,’ a gar 
nished outside, while the heart, as to its real state, is 
itkened to an ** open sepulchre’ fullof rottenness and 
dead men’s bones.” Wealthy persons, moved to sympa 
thy and acts of beneficence, by the privation and suffer 
ings of their fellow men; or prompted by the examples 
of others, toenrol their names in the lists of generous 
benefactors, who advocate the cause of suflering human 
ity, athome, orin distant lands : may presume to think 
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4s these actious ave formerly good iv themselves, and 
beneficial to others, that they who come forward in this 
way, solely on this account, pleasing to God. But the 
apostle says, ** Thongh I bestow all my goods to feed 
the poor, and though T give my bedy to be burned, and 
have not love, it profiteth me nothing,” 4 Cor. xiii, 3 

Here let us observe, that scriptural assurance of the di 
vine favour, can be obtained only by penitents, who 
mourn before God the folly and crimes of their past 
lives, confess and forsake their sins, are anxious to ob). 
tain salvation, are found in adiligent use of the appointed 
means of grace for that purpose,—and by such persons. 
only throus gh faith inour Lord Jesus Christ, resting whol 
ly on his atoning sacrifice for remission of sins, and ac 

ceptance with God. Believers are * accepted in the 
Beloved.” They ‘receive the promise of the Spirit 
through faith ;° and, by his direct testimony in the heart, 
are enabled to say,,, .O God, thou art my God.” Hav- 
ing ‘received the spirit of adoption,” they cry, ** Abba, 
Father.” This is a divine assurance. 


INFIDELITY AND DEATIL. 
From Dr. Dwight’s Travels. 

The well-known Col. Allen was an avowed infidel. One day 
he was visited by Dr. Elliott, and after dinner introduced to the 
Colonel’s library, where some works on Deism were particularly 
brought to the notice of the visitar. While looking over one ot 
those volumes, a servant tapped at the library door, and an- 
nounced to the Dr. that his daughter was lying at the point of 
death. Dr. Elliott was requested to accompany him to the 
chamber of death. On going to the bed-side of Ins beloved and 
dying child, she addressed her father thus—Father, I am dying! 
shall I believe those things which you have taught me, or must I 
believe what my mother has taught me?” The colonel’s wife 
was a woman of distinguished piety Col. A. was an avowed 
professor of Deism and Infidelity; he looked on his dying daugh- 
ter, his countenance changed, his features altered, his lips quiver- 
ed, when he said,—“* Believe what your mother has taught you! 
The test was too much for him; there was a conflict between 
his pride of intellect, his principles as a champion of infidelity. 
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aid the natura}, the genume feclings of a parent whose daughter 
ras just entering an eternal world. Religious Messenger 
Mr. Flete she r, preac baa on Woah as a type of Chri ist, Was. 10 
he midst of a most ar vimated deseription of the terrible day of the 
[, Lie when he suddenly pause “dl, ool ry feature of his expressive 
countenance was marked with painful feclings, and striking his 
‘orehead with the palm of his hand, le exclaimed, Wretched 
nanthat Lam! Beloved brethren, it often cuts me to the soul 
is it does at this moment, to reflect that while I have been en- 
de: roy by the force of truth, by the beauty ot holiness, and 
even by the terrors of the Lord, to beg of you to walk in the 
neaceable paths of righteousness, I am, in respect to many ot 
rou who reject the Gospel, only tying millstones round your 
vecks tosink you deeper in perdition. The whole church was 
lectrified, and it was some time before he could resume his 
thiect 
fdleness is the hot bed of temptation, the cradle of disease, 
md the canker worm of felicity. In a little time, to the mau 
vho has no employment, life will have no novelty, aud when 
novelty is laid in the grave, the funeral of comfort will enter the 
hurch yard. From that moment it is the : shade, and not the man, 
who creeps along the path of mortality. On the contrary, what 
solid satisfaction does the man of diligence possess? What health 
in his countenance? What strength in his limbs? What vigour in 
his understanding? With what a zest does he relisi: the refresl)- 
wents of the day? With what pleasure does he seek the bed or 
see at night? It is not the accidental hardness of a pillow tha 
can make him unhappy, and rob him of sleep. He earns his 
maintenance, and he enjoys it. He has faithfully laboured in the 
day, and the slumbers of the night are a sweet retribution to 
him. To the diligent man every day is a little lite, and every 
night is a little heaven. The toil has been honest and her r 
ward is sure. 
a 
Babylow:—The Hon. Capt. Scene, in the narrative of his 
visit to this @hcient spot, says, that the Tower of Babel, the 
brickwork of which, ir many parts, is completely molten, re- 
sembles what the Scriptures prophesied it should become, ‘‘a 
burnt mountain.” From the summit of the tower, Capt. Keppel 
had a distinct view of the vast heaps which constitute all that 
now remains of ancient Babylon; amore complete picture of deso- 
mtion could not well be imagined. The eye wandered over a 
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baneh desert, in Which the ruins were nearly the only indication 
that it had ever heen inhabited. “It was impossible,” adds thy 
enterprising traveller, “to behold this scene, and not be reminded 
how exactly the predictions of Isaiah and Jeremiah have bee; 
fulfilled, even in the appearance Babylon was doome d‘to present 
that she should never be inhabited; that the Arabian should no: 
pitch his tent there; that she should become heaps; that sli 
should be a desolation, a dry land, and a wilderness.” 


POETRY. 


The Fall —Gen. itl. 6.—BY ©. WESLEY 
She saw; she took; she ate; 

Death entered by the eye; 
And pailying in a tempted state 

They lust, consent, and die. 































But all mankind, restored, 
Their Eden may retrieve: 

And lo, by faith we see our Lord, 
We touch, and taste, and live! 


Jesus, thou art a tree 
That makes the foolish wise; 
And safely We may feed on thee, 
And feast both heart and eyes. 


Wisdom divine Thou art, 
Received through faith alone, 
And when thou didst thyself impart 
We know as we are known. 

















DEATH OF MOSES.—pr. warts 
Sweet was the journey to the sky, 
The holy prophet trie od: 
“Climb up the mount,” said God, “and die,” 
The prophet climbed, and died. 
Softly his fainting head he lay 
Upon his maker’s breast, 
His maker soothed his soul away, 
And laid his flesh to rest. 
In God’s own arms he left the breath, 
That God’s own spirit gave; ; 
His was the noblest road to death, 
And his the sweetest graye 


